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‘ ' The Elder William Brewster's Homestcad
and
. the 3Srewstcr lilacs

It seems a pity that the chronicies of the esrly Duxbury
settlers were so neglected. Among those who landed in the May-

P
flower were Swg men of education, esimentiy qualified to write.

William 3redfcrd 2nd Villiem Breﬁster‘zamaiz Ediranid TLhernal pr’

One can nct ce thankful enough for what Gradford &M wrDte
and thot after many years his History of the Plymouth Plantatiocn
was found in the poszsessicn of the Bishop of London and through the
efforts of certzin public 3pirited men 408 rectored to the Stiate of
Massachusetso. Dut we would like 2 nmore detoiled account of Brewster's
every day life aficr he built his house at the MNook near his great
friend liyles Stendish who survivel him by thirteen years. The
view from Lhe Brewster homeztesd site, while not as extensive or
beautiful as thet from where Standish built, is falr enough, over-
looking the eminence on which later there was to be & monument to
the doughty Captain. From this blll on clear days can be seen
Provincetown where the Pilgrims First landed after their tempestu-
ous voyage across the Atlantic from Southampton.

Edward Winslow, a young Englishman of talent and education, was
also competent to write end in fact did write sccounts of the early
days after the landing of the Mayflower in 1620.

%illiam Brewster himself was educated at Oxford and after the
Pilgrim band settled in Leyden tauzht the youth of that city English
through the medium of the Latlin tongue. He also wrote an English
grammar and subsequently established himself as a printer and pub-
1ished theological books which could not be safely published 1in
Ensland.
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For this he beccme & fugitive from justice and strange to say
sought safetyrin London, the capitel of the country trying td cause
his a+w.Z, There in the vast city he remained in cbscurity until the
seiling of the leyflower.

Perhops one ghould not be too criticel of these ecrly settlers
for not writing mnore. Life was extremely seriouc with them and often
they were enr-ced in o life and decth struggle for more exisienceq
Under such clrcumstonces it wac not to be wondered ot thot little
except what wos aboolutely necossary was writtlen.

It must be rememtercd that Elder Erewster wae practically‘tha |
minister in the infent Colony during the firct nine years ¢f its
existence cr till thaAAna & minlster was procured. As presiding
Elder he preeched iwice ecch Sundey and unless he roperted his cer-
mons , he must be credited witﬁzéonsidereble 11terary440£;. ATter
the minister for the Coclony weéqsecured, Brewstcr felt frec tec follow
his o0ld fricend Uyles Stondish sné bulld o hource on the Yook at Duz-
bury not fer from the latter. At the time of this removal Brewster
was sixty~-four yeers cld and that he should rscume ot this age the
obligetions of clarr’ Hinuxgazyjjﬁlwvn/ reverle Lhe caurepe df the
men. TFor hiec gercege wrs considerat:le. extendinge trom the hiomestend
site acrocs the low murshy land to whrt je now “trndish Street alpost
up to vherce the nrth begen lending to the crist =i11 ot '21lbrook,
or acconiing t¢ the old records, "we cleo alowe & wey tlirourh Sprogue
ard Bassets Zrcherd to oe to Duxturrough Towne".

Elder “rewster wes far from Lelng e strong micn, ov:dently of a
different muzculsr DAcAUpA&I build from his {riend i'yles Standiche.
Yet 1t ie recorded thet he never slirked work of rny Itind. Tn thot
firet territle winter when only seven of the Pilporin brnd remained
well enouch to cere for the sick who viere proctreted from exposure

end leck of food, Nrewcter vwrs one of the seven who according to
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Brodford "tended the sick with the utmost folthfulness and kindness
and yot the Lord so upheld those persons that they were not at all
infected".

One can not help wishing that a portralt of Brcwoter as extant.

Of the four leading Pilgrime, Pradford, Bremster, Standish ond Tinslow
only the latter hod hed a portrait pointed and that in Englend. 1t
can rsadily be imagined thet 2 portrait painter would have fared badly
at his profession st the time the above mentioned pionecrs were ‘
Qtruggling for -mere existence. lAnd photography wes in the dictant
future. While this explains the absence of likenecsos it doeen't do

-~ awey with the rsgret that they did not exist.

From 1630 to 1637 when Ralph Pertridge was secured as minister for
the First Church at Duxbury, Breveter ropected what he had done at
Plymouth ‘erd acted zc minicher to the infent Churceh in the capaclty
of Presiding Elder. Eredford in hic tribute s Dromcier ot the latter's
death? "He was wise and discrecl and well spoken, he » a grove but
delib?rage utteronce; of 2 cheeriui spirit, very eccic. le and pleasant,
of 2 humble end modest mind, »f a peoceful dlispoe! bicn, undervoluing hin-
self and hie ovi obilitiec and ceome times cevervaluing stheres ineffencive
end innocent in life cnd conversaticon. lone &id mere cifend or &lisploace
hir then such ac would heughtily a-~d nreoudly cerry end 1if{t up thom-
celvcs,rbe:ng ssen Trom nothing ord hoving litlle cloce ‘n thexn to ccme
mend them bul o fow fine clcsthee or ¢ little riches w-r: thzrn otherse.

In tecching ke wes very meving end stirring of eflceticons, clso very
plain ond cdistinet. lie had ¢ cinguler pood Gift i preycer, irn rippling
up the heert snd ccnscience before God. ile alweyc thoucht it vere
better for miriesters to pray cftcner cnd Civide thelr preyers, than Ee
long end tedicus in the came, except upon cclemn and opccicl occesiong ,

as in days of humilintion and the like".
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Although it has been imposcible to prodve or disprove the
truth of the trzsdit on, the legend 13 quite wide spread in Dux-
bury that the original slip of the l1ilacs on the Brewster home-

stead site wes brought over on the Hayflower by the Llder from

~ Holland. If 1t be true that a lllac slip wns brought over in

1620 by the Elder, ic it not more likely that 1t wes brought from
England than Holland for the Elder had been living in the former
country soﬁe months before he joined the licyflower? 5ut why more
as to where the lilacs czme from or who brouzht them? There they
are on the original Brewster homestead cite, mute testimonials Lo
the f2ct thet the Elder cored for such things ~t 2 time when beauty,
as such, was somewhat neglected in & severe§ strugsle for exist-
ence. And therc they bloom brevely ye-r after yezr uncared for
but flourishing, 2s much ag to s2y to the cresent generation of
Duxbury dwellers that thoy may haove almost forgothten this grand
0ld man who 1lived there but his old frieﬁds the lilacs have not.

Reuben,/ R D,




